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VMC Announces New CEO
The Board of Directors
of the Volunteer
Ministry Center is
pleased to announce
that Beth Ogburn will
assume the duties of
CEO on November
17th of this year.
She succeeds Ginny
Weatherstone who will
be retiring after serving
almost eighteen years
as CEO.
Beth posses a varied
background
that
Beth Ogburn
includes a great deal
of work in the mission
field, both foreign and domestic. Most recently, Ms.
Ogburn worked for Feed the Children, an agency
in Oklahoma City where she was the Manager for
Volunteers and Special Events. She also worked with
the Good Shepherd Ministries of Oklahoma, Inc. and
participated in the implementation of a $7.6 million
grant which allowed the agency to expand its small
part-time clinic serving the indigent to a full time clinic
offering multiple services. Beth has also completed
an extended unit of Clinical Pastoral Education and
served as a Chaplain and Bereavement Coordinator
for a hospice program in Oklahoma City.
Beth and her family lived and worked in Thailand
and Malaysia for six years; she is fluent in the Thai
language.
The Search Committee, appointed by the VMC Board

of Directors, was unanimous in their choice of Beth.
Stated Board Chair Sheri Pender, “We are thrilled that
Beth is joining us in our work to prevent and end
homelessness. Her wealth of experience will be an
asset to VMC. We are most excited that Beth’s warm
personality and her emphasis on relationship building
is in harmony with VMC’s values. Under Randy
Gibson’s leadership, this search process has been a
long and thoughtful one and has reached a successful
conclusion with Beth’s selection.”
Beth herself is excited about the opportunity to serve
as CEO of the Volunteer Ministry Center. “VMC is one
of Knoxville’s premier compassion and empowerment
organizations, leading people from homelessness to
self-sufficiency. The VMC is blessed with a wonderful
staff, a strong Board of Directors and an amazing cast
of volunteers. I look forward to working with all of
them in collaboration with our community, churches
and other care ministries in Knoxville to change the
story of homelessness in our city.”
Beth and her husband Tom moved to Knoxville in
February of this year when he assumed the duties of
Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church in Knoxville. They
have a son, Aaron, and daughter-in-law, Grace, who
attend the Truett Seminary at Baylor University as well
as a daughter, Elizabeth, who also attends Baylor.
Beth will be at her desk after November 17. Ginny
Weatherstone will remain on a part time basis until
the end of the year.

From the Director’s Desk
How do you say thank you for
eighteen incredible years? It boggles
the mind.

attended fundraisers and generally supported the cause.
Almost immediately, VMC began its creep into the hearts
and lifestyle of the Weatherstone family.

Now that my successor has been
named, the process of leaving
VMC, my second home, begins in
earnest. And while I am delighted
at prospects which the future holds,
I also realize that, in a very real sense,
I am leaving home. It is true that it
was VMC that taught me who I really
am and what is important to me. It was VMC that helped
mold my thinking about the difference between charity and
truly helping. It was VMC that allowed me the freedom and
the responsibility to think things through and to discover
different ways of empowering people to claim their own
gifts. It was VMC that allowed me the freedom to try some
things, fail at some things and succeed at others.

It is difficult to thank a place and a group of people
for something that has been transformative. But it is
unacceptable to not even try. Throughout my tenure
at VMC, there has been an incredible Board of Directors.
They have provided a gentle-handed oversight and a most
valuable support. They have also provided friendship. The
staff members of VMC are some of the finest people I have
ever met; I have been inspired by their dedication and
learned from them on a daily basis. And the volunteers,
the cadre of good people who find their satisfaction in
relationships and challenges, continue to show me just how
I would like to be. Our donors have offered the financial
resources to keep our work going; just as importantly, they
have offered an emotional support that encourages and
enables our work along with their gifts. But most of all, I will
never forget the homeless and near homeless people who
have, over the years, crawled into my heart and pushed the
boundaries out.

Wow! That sounds an awfully lot like the process of growing
up! And while I grew up here, so did my family. My second
week on the job, I had the one and only panic attack of my
life. Breathing into a brown paper bag, I called my son,
then a UT student, and he came to comfort me. Now he
comforts a son of his own. My second son worked on the
awful bathrooms in our old building, rendering them usable
once again. My daughter, then in the second grade, came to
help paint walls in the apartments; today she is a full time
case manager hard at work on her Master’s Degree in Social
Work. My husband and my children have served meals,

It sounds so meager, so inadequate, to say thank you when
there is so much to be thankful for. But be assured of one
thing: never has a thank you been more heartfelt. Never
has a thank you bubbled up so irrepressibly from a deep
wellspring of memory, of delight, of joy, of humility, and of
gratitude. Never have two words carried such a heavy duty
to convey depth of feeling. I leave you, not to go far, but
with my deepest thanks.

Carry the Torch 2015
Make plans now to attend Carry
the Torch 2015 which will be
on March 25 of next year. This
annual event is VMC’s signature
fundraiser and features a
prominent nationally recognized
author who will speak on issues
relevant to the work of VMC.
We are pleased to share that the
2015 speaker will be Sue Monk
Kidd, author of The Invention of
Wings, the historical novel which
Sue Monk Kidd
tells the story of the Grimke
sisters in nineteenth century South Carolina where they
were staunch abolitionists emerging from a slave holding
family. This story of courage had been on the New York

Times bestseller list. Ms. Kidd’s
previous novel, The Secret Life
of Bees was also a NY Times
Bestseller and was made into a
major motion picture.
Councilman and former Mayor
Dan Brown is the Honorary Chair
for the event which will be held
at the Knoxville Convention
Center. Lunch is served prior
to the address by the speaker.
Reservations are required and
Dan Brown
sponsorships are available.
Please contact Mary Beth Ramey at 524-3926 or mramey@
vmcinc.org for more information. And mark your calendar
now; this is a memorable event!

Why I Volunteer
VMC is fortunate
to have dedicated
volunteers who
regularly give of
their time and
talents to help
the staff with the
programs and
services offered
at VMC. One of
those volunteers,
Marty Bass
Marty Bass, shared
the reasons why he volunteers in the Bush Family Refuge
every Friday. First and foremost, he says he “wants to make
a difference in someone’s life.” Being able to help someone

and knowing they received the assistance they needed to
remain in their housing is a “good feeling.” Secondly, he
says that volunteering in the Refuge “keeps me grounded,”
particularly when he sees the dire circumstances that others
are experiencing. Marty believes that “the more you do
for others will result in good things coming back in many
different ways.” And finally, with a huge grin on his face,
Marty says: “I just like to do it!”
VMC is grateful to the many volunteers who do a variety of
meaningful tasks to help the poor and homeless. We simply
could not do the work we do without them. We welcome
others to come join our team. For more information about
volunteering, contact Lisa Hutton at 524-3926 ext. 230.

The 2014 Holiday Store
numerous other locations.

The Volunteer Ministry Center opens
the 18th Annual Holiday Store
program on December 1 from 1:00
until 3:00 pm. It is a remarkable effort
to enable those without Christmas
shopping money to “earn” gifts for
their loved ones by using their time
and muscle to complete community
service work which pays them in
points, redeemable at the Holiday
Store.
Every year, VMC relies upon the
community to “stock” the store with
all new merchandise suitable for gift
giving. Many young parents shop the store, delighted to
have the opportunity to select a Barbie doll or a train set for
their child. And while toys are certainly the most requested
items, many shoppers are also interested in procuring
gifts for adults they love as well. Community service
work is completed at a number of sites, including the Old
Gray Cemetery, Minvilla Manor, the Friendship House and

This year’s Store will be open every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
during December through December
22 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. in the VMC
building. It will also be open from
10:00 am until noon on December
13 and 20. Information on how to
complete community service work
can be obtained from Jeff Perkins at
387-7441. Community Service must
be completed before shopping.
The Holiday Store is always in need of donations of new
items for stock. Items which are in particular demand are
Barbie dolls, new sports balls and equipment and other toys.
Adult items include fragrance sets, small kitchen appliances
and tool sets. Any item appropriate for gift giving will be
gladly accepted at the VMC office at 511 North Broadway.

Wish List
•
•
•
•
•
•

Copy paper and Post-It notes
Toothbrushes and toothpaste
Feminine hygiene products
Laundry detergent (HE)
Toilet paper & paper towels
Socks and underwear for men and women

•
•
•
•

Blue jeans for men and women
Deodorant
Reading glasses
Pocket calendars and small notepads

For a complete list of items please visit the
HELP US section at www.vmcinc.org.

Your Christmas Shopping
The following are gifts which can be purchased through VMC as you complete your gift giving list.
These meaningful gifts will help VMC continue its fine programs to prevent and end homelessness
in addition to serving as a delightful way to honor someone you care about.

Back again is the traditional VMC Angel.
This year, the Angel is a lovely bronze foil and it can serve as a gift
card or ornament. Suggested minimum donation for each angel
is $5.00. Each angel is inscribed with a quotation which reads, “To see
an Angel, you must see another’s soul. To feel an Angel, you must touch
another’s heart. To hear an Angel, you must listen to both.” VMC staff will
be glad to mail your angels, along with an appropriate enclosure, to all your
friends and service people. Send us your list and we will take care of the rest!

Handmade all natural soaps
are being created by the participants
of VMC programming.
Soap is scented with rosemary, lavender or can be purchased
unscented. Bars of soap are available in a paper wrapper
for $5.00, in a festive organza bag for $7.00, in a handmade
crocheted cotton “soap sock” which can go into the shower
for $8.00 and on a beautiful wooden soap deck for $10.00.
These lovely gifts can be ready for you to pick up at the VMC
building in plenty of time for the holidays.

Note cards featuring photographs of
iconic downtown Knoxville scenes are
available for purchase.
The photographs were taken by a VMC program
participant and the assembly of the cards is completed
by others who are working to better themselves. Six
lovely scenes adorn the front of the greeting cards
which are left blank inside so that you can use it for
any occasion or for sending a note.

To order or to have your questions answered, please call 524-3926.
Also visit us on-line at vmcinc.org.
We can help you wrap up your holiday shopping!
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November, 2014
Dear Friend of VMC,
What means the most to you? I was thinking about this the other day as I pulled
down our box of Christmas ornaments so I could add a special trinket that I found
on a vacation. That box of ornaments means so much to me; it tracks the history
of my family. There is the special ornament which celebrated the first Christmas
that my husband and I shared as man and wife. There are the ornaments which
marked the birth of each of our children. The little baseball player tells the
story of the year my son’s team won the Little League championship. A ballet
dancer reminds me of the year my daughter was in The Nutcracker. And a silver
trumpet reminds me of the year my son learned to make music. On and on . . .
One of our Minvilla residents showed me his collection of the placemats which
decorated the table for each of the four wonderful Christmas dinners he had
attended at his new home. Each placemat, made by a grade school child, had his
name on it – and he had kept them all. He will keep this year’s as well. They are
treasures for him.
Memories are the real treasure and these special things carry those memories.
The business of VMC is to create memories, good memories for those individuals
whose history has contained so few of them. We believe in our people, laying to
rest the bad feelings they have endured of being around people who have put
them down. We teach them some skills, striking down feelings of inadequacy.
We help them into housing of their own, setting aside the undignified and
deplorable feeling of having no place to be.
VMC strives to help people feel dignity, wholeness and belonging. Our work
provides experiences that will build up the lost and lonely and that will call them
back into a community. Yes, we create memories here. Good ones.
Please, during this happy season of memory-making, remember VMC and
those we serve who need your help. They have been on the outside looking in.
Because of the work we do, they have a place of their own, or they soon will.
VMC’s work is expensive. It is also as priceless as my box of ornaments. It is the
business of creating new lives, new memories. And it needs you.
Thank you for your generosity during this special time of year.

Ginny Weatherstone
Participating Agency
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Year-end gifts and tax saving ideas
As we approach the end of 2014, we hope you will consider
making a year-end gift to VMC. Your generosity will provide
needed support for the continuation of VMC’s programs
and at the same time could reduce your income taxes.
Gifts of cash, as well as gifts of stock, are certainly appreciated.
With gifts of stock, you might benefit by not having to pay
any capital gains tax on the increase in value of the stock.
Or you might be eligible to receive an income tax charitable
deduction for the fair market value of the stock when you
make the gift.
The end of the year is also a good time to weigh the benefits

of long-term tax savings. A charitable bequest in your will
to benefit VMC is another way to save estate tax dollars.
Careful and advance planning of your estate with your
attorney may result in a significant savings to you and your
heirs.
Your faithful support is vital to the continuation and
success of our programs, and we sincerely appreciate your
thoughtful consideration of a year-end gift to VMC. In
doing so, we do suggest you consult with your tax advisor
or accountant for additional information on gifts you may
be considering.

Year To Date Accomplishments
• 2,974 individuals received services through the
Bush Family Refuge

• 856 patient visits in the VMC Dental Clinic

• 573 individuals/families helped with utility
assistance

• 26,716 meals served in the Resource Center

• 1,383 procedures performed in the VMC Dental Clinic

• 90 individuals/families helped with rent assistance

• 10,763 volunteer hours in the Refuge and
Resource Center

• 295 Birth Certificates/ID’s were obtained

• 697 individuals have achieved housing since 2007

